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SOUNDING OF THE BELLS                  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                   Dr. Brandi Casto-Waters 

                                                 Please sign and pass the friendship pad to your neighbor. 

 

PRELUDE                Chorale and Fughetta on GENEVAN 42             David Lasky 

                                                                                                                                                          (b. 1957)  

 

INTROIT        We Light the Advent Candle                  Henry V. Gerike 
                         

We light the Advent candle and thank the Lord for rest; 

With peace, we know our Jesus has come to be our guest. 

This peace beyond all knowing within our hearts is glowing. 

We wait with growing light till God makes all things right. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                                                 Kim Capers 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP
1

                                                                               
 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been        

completed, her sin has been paid for. 

A voice says, “Cry out.”  And I say, “What shall I cry?” 

You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not 

be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 

He tends his flock like a shepherd:  He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his 

heart. 

Let us worship the Lord who brings us comfort and peace! 

 

*HYMN 82                                 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                      HYFRYDOL 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                      Rev. Nadine Ellsworth-Moran 
 

Preparing God, you pave the way for us to walk in straight paths, yet we are a crooked    

people with crooked hearts and our ways meander through darkness.  John once called out, 

“you brood of vipers” to Pharisees and Sadducees but we, too, recoil at his words because 

they sting us as well.  Come to our assistance, Lord, to prepare us for your coming in glory, 

even as we remember how you came incarnate long ago.  Remind us as we approach your 

table that we are also in need of redemption. 

 

*SILENCE 

 

*DECLARATION OF PARDON                       
 

John the Baptist declared the coming of the Lord who would baptize us with the Holy Spirit.  We    

rejoice that his words were true and Christ’s redemptive action in the world has brought us into new 

life. 

We celebrate our baptism and rejoice in the light of Christ who broke through the     

darkness and changed the world with his love.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI   

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                          Ms. Joy Maple 

                  (K-2nd graders are now invited to participate in Young Musicians Choir and Children’s Church) 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin—The flowers in the Narthex are given by Helen and George McCall, to the glory of God and in celebration of 

their marriage on Saturday, December 6, 2025. 

 

Music—Music is reprinted by permission through OneLicense.net  #A-721337 

 

Communion—Communion today is by intinction.  Exit your pew via the center aisle and come forward to the front, 

receiving the bread from the server and dipping it in the cup.  Alternatively, individual elements are available.  After 

you have been served, return to your seat via the outside aisle.  If you wish to be served in your seat, lift a hand and 

the servers will bring the elements to you.  Individual allergy friendly elements available at the door. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND LABORS                               Rev. Boyd Lien 

 

OFFERTORY                                           Comfort, Comfort Ye                                              John Bell 

                                                                                                                                                         (b. 1949) 

Comfort, comfort now my people; speak of peace—so says your God.  Comfort those who sit in   

darkness burdened by a heavy load. To Jerusalem proclaim: God shall take away your shame; Now get 

ready to recover, guilt and suffering are over. 

 

Hear the herald's proclamation in the desert far and near, calling all to true repentance, telling that 

the Lord is near.  Oh, that warning cry, obey!  For your Lord prepare a way.  Let the valleys rise to 

greet him and the hills bow down to meet him, 

 

Straighten out what has been crooked; make the roughest place plain; Let your hearts be true and 

humble; live as fits God’s holy reign.  Soon the glory of the Lord shall on earth be shed abroad.      

Human flesh shall surely see it; God is ready to decree it. 

 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                    Doxology                 OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                       

       

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                       Dr. Casto-Waters             

 

SCRIPTURE READING                         Matthew 3:1-12 

 

SERMON                

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                  Rev. Ellsworth-Moran 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread;  and  forgive  us  our  debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the  kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 

*HYMN 106                                        Prepare the Way, O Zion                  BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen           GOD REST YE MERRY 
   

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 

And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy.  O tidings of comfort and joy.                          

 

*POSTLUDE            Wake!  Awake, the Night is Flying                        Charles Callahan    

                     (1951—2023) 

 

 

*All who are able please stand  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 from Isaiah 40:1-2, 6, 9, 11 
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