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SOUNDING OF THE BELLS                  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Dr. Brandi Casto-Waters             

                                                 Please sign and pass the friendship pad to your neighbor. 

 

PRELUDE                          Hymn of Promise            setting by John Ferguson 

                                                                                                                                   (1941—2025) 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                  
 

Creator of brick and mortar, sky and star, 

You enable us to see that all things are possible through you. 

God, who labors over creation and continually watches over us, 

You inspire us to find our particular work in your Kingdom. 

Carpenter and Teacher, Son of God, who embodies a life of service, 

You show us how to be in the world and not of the world even in the routine of days. 

Guiding God who opens our eyes to our gifts and talents, 

You strengthen us to use the whole of our lives with joy in your name and to your glory.  

Let us worship the Lord! 

 

*HYMN 14                                        For the Beauty of the Earth                                                 DIX 

                      

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
1

                                                                    Rev. Nadine Ellsworth-Moran                  
 

Holy One, you call us to be different from the world, but the world is seductive, and we 

need your strength to bolster our own.  You hold before us an alternate way of life that 

carries with it different priorities, different loyalties, and different values.  But we    

struggle to find our call and maintain our footing in the undertow of idolatry and the 

lure of work that leads down spiritually empty streets.  Help us to continually embrace 

the qualities of life and work that you embody in Christ; service, love, compassion, 

teaching, guiding, and creating what is good and lasting.  Forgive us when we lose sight 

of this calling, and when we misunderstand our role as your followers in this world. 

 

*SILENCE 

 

*DECLARATION OF PARDON
2

  
 

In all things, God is faithful to us.  He is in all seasons and times, in our work and our play, in both 

routine and extraordinary moments.  God is in the building up and the breaking down to make way 

so that he may do a new thing! 

Thanks be to God that in our work we can be faithful, and that in working with others 

our faith can be shared and made manifest to the glory of God.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN 582                                                Glory to God                                          
 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                        Ms. Joy Maple 

              (K-2nd graders are now dismissed to Children’s Church) 

 

*HYMN 250                 In the Bulb There Is a Flower                                         PROMISE 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                             Dr. Casto-Waters 

 

SCRIPTURE READING           Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 

 

SERMON                



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ANTHEM                                   Be Thou My Vision                       Richard Shephard 

                  (1949—2021) 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me save that thou art. 

 Thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my wisdom and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me Lord;  

 Thou and thou only first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

High King of heaven, my victory won; may I reach heav’ns joys, O bright heav’ns Sun!   

 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

  

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND LABORS                     Rev. Ellsworth-Moran               

 

OFFERTORY                                                Aria Da Chiesa                                          Georg Muffat 

                                                                                                                                  (1635—1704) 

    

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                     Doxology                OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION            

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER           

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostles’ Creed               
 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 

Ghost;  the holy catholic Church;  the communion of saints;  the  forgiveness  of  sins;  the   

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

*HYMN 213                  In the Cross of Christ I Glory                         RATHBUN 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                              

 

POSTLUDE            The Rejoicing from Royal Fireworks            George F. Handel 

                  (1685—1759) 

 

 

 

*All who are able please stand  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers—The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Nona Parker Rhodes by the 

Mel Rhodes family. 

 

Music—Music is reprinted by permission through OneLicense.net  #A-721337 

 

 

 

1 
 adapted from prayer by Gord Waldie 

2 
 response adapted from actsoffaith.org  
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