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SOUNDING OF THE BELLS                  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                            Dr. Brandi Casto-Waters  

                                        Please sign and pass the friendship pad to your neighbor. 

   

PRELUDE            In the Bleak Midwinter         Mary McDonald 

                  (b. 1956) 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP
1 

                                           
 

O Star-flinging God, whose light dances across eternity, dazzle us into your presence this new year. 

 Open our hearts to the mystery of your love.  Awaken us to your presence, knit to the 

ordinary. 

Reveal to us what is possible, but not yet present. 

 Stop us often, we pray with news that is good, with hope that holds, with truth that  

transforms. 

May the word of your grace guide our steps like the sun by day and the north star by  night, 

 As we travel into the gift of a new year.  Let us worship the Lord! 

           

*HYMN 151       We Three Kings of Orient Are              KINGS OF ORIENT 

                     

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
2     

        Rev. Nadine Ellsworth-Moran 
 

Holy Lord, on Epiphany, we are still the people walking. We are still people in the dark, and the    

darkness looms large around us, beset as we are by fear, anxiety, brutality, violence, loss —  a dozen 

alienations that we cannot manage.  We are — we could be — people of your light.  So we pray for 

the light of your glorious presence as we wait for your appearing; we pray for the light of your     

wondrous grace as we exhaust our coping capacity; we pray for your gift of newness that will      

override our weariness; we pray that we may see and know and hear and trust in your goodness.  We 

submit our day to you and to your Lordship, with deep joy and hope in Christ. 

 

*SILENCE 

 

*DECLARATION OF PARDON
3 

  
 

Though we were unable to enter into righteousness, to enter into God’s dwelling on our own, God 

came to dwell with us through the body and being of Jesus.  Christ came to be with us, amongst us, 

and for us.  In this we may rejoice! 

God with us, Emmanuel, in whom we find our peace and reconciliation, our hope and our 

eternal home.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 

*OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND LABORS             

 

OFFERTORY                  Coventry Carol            

 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, by by, lully lullay. 

O sisters too, how may we do for to preserve this day 

This poor youngling for whom we do sing by by, lully, lullay? 
 

Herod, the king, in his raging, charged he hath this day 

His men of might, in his own sight, all young children to slay. 
 

That woe is me, poor child for thee! and ever morn and day, 

For thy parting neither say nor sing by by, lully, lullay! 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, by by, lully, lullay. 

 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE      As With Gladness Men of Old      DIX 

As they offered gifts most rare, at that manger rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, pure, and free from sin’s alloy. 

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee our heavenly King. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT               Ms. Joy Maple 

 

*HYMN 145                What Child Is This                  GREENSLEEVES 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                   Dr. Casto-Waters 

 

SCRIPTURE READING      Matthew 2:1-12 

 

SERMON 

 

COMMUNION 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 …God let the light come again in a new form, a new Word, a new path to find our way home. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 …and bring it back again so that all could find their way home. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

       

...for the words of light contained in the prayer of the Son who is Light as we say together: 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread.   And forgive us our debts as we   

forgive our debtors.   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Holy Lord, help us to be bearers of light into this new year, into the possibilities that are      

before us.  Help us to be the ones who see the goodness of the Lord at work in the world in 

ways small and large and to be witnesses to the good news in Christ.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN 744           Arise, Your Light Is Come         FESTAL SONG 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

*All who are able please stand  

 

 

Music—Music is reprinted by permission through OneLicense.net  #A-721337 

 

1 

adapted from prayer by Glen Mitchell 

2 

 adapted from prayer by Walter Bruggemann 

3 

 adapted from assurance by Stephen Fearing 



 

 

 

 

   Participating in Worship  
  

Worship Leaders 

Dr. Brandi Casto-Waters 

Rev. Nadine Ellsworth-Moran 

Ms. Joy Maple 
  

Musicians 

             Dr. Wayne Lord 

               Chancel Choir 
     

  
Friendship Pad Pick-up  

 
      Jennifer Morgan  

  

 

Acolyte 

  Graham Slater   

       

Ushers 

     Elliott Woodward     Tennant Houston 

     John Robbins     Ben Kay, IV 

     Glenn Owen       Jennifer Pennington 

                     

SESSION (ELDERS)  

Denise Rosenzweig, Clerk 

 

BOARD  OF  DEACONS    

Ross Tudor, Moderator  
ACTIVE  STEPHEN  MINISTERS 

STAFF 

Reverend Dr. Brandi Casto-Waters, Pastor, ext. 303 

Reverend Nadine Ellsworth-Moran, Associate Pastor, ext. 301 

Reverend Boyd Lien, Parish Associate, ext. 314 

Dr. Wayne Lord, Organist/Choirmaster, ext. 315 

Mrs. Jenny Davison, Children’s Music Assistant 

Ms. Joy Maple, Director of Christian Education, ext. 305 

Miss Makenzie Landrum, Interim Director of Children and Youth, ext. 304  

Miss Makenzie Landrum, Nursery Coordinator 

Mrs. Anna Sanders, Director of Mother’s Day Out and Preschool, ext. 309 

Mrs. Dawn McCraith, Director of Operations, ext. 302 

Mrs. Becky Godbee, Communications Liaison, ext. 300 

Mrs. Jenn Harrison, Financial Assistant, ext. 307 

Mr. Leonard Jones, Facilities Manager 

Ms. Helen Moss, Custodian 

Ms. Ramona Ballard, Custodian 

Mr. Tyler Cashin, Audio/Visual Technician 

Hearing assistance. Hearing 

aid wearers with a “T” (telecoil) 
setting can now hear the service 

broadcast directly through their 
hearing aids. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check 

out a portable receiver / headset.  

Jamie Driver   Indee Few 

Becky Godbee    Holly Harbin 

Joy Maple          Kathryn McLeod        

Barbara Miller   Ann Overstreet          

Sonny Reece      Clay Stallworth          

Carol Turner     Jenn Wilson 

 

ACTIVE  STEPHEN  LEADERS 

Myra Naglich 

Mandy Boland 

Jones Miller 

Class of 2024 Class of 2025 Class of 2026 

Scott Allen  Bill Davison Shell Berry 

Julia Kay  Jennifer Frantom Indee Few 

Mary Lewis  David Freeman John Franklin 

Scott Monnig  Jean McKnight Seth Harbin 

Max Vallotton  Amanda Mills Jed Howington 

Leila Stallworth Richard Morgan  Cheryl Wilson 

Class of 2024 Class of 2025 Class of 2026 

Lisa Curley Linda Boyd Jamie Driver 

Annette Kennedy   Hubert Cooke   Jerry Howington 

Mary Linda Lamar  Judy Brigham  Sumner Markwalter 

George McCall  Jan Markle  Jones Miller 

Bobby McRae  Carla Owen Mary-Meghan Olmo 

Charlene Sizemore  Gail Owens Brannon Sell 

Ross Tudor  Harry Snowdy Sandra Wade  

Holly Harper Welsh  Susan Wilson 

Text Myra for confidential 
inquiry / support: 

706-631-0879 


